Identity Theft Prevention 

Don't give your credit card account number over the telephone unless you initiated the call and know the business to be reputable. 
Read your credit card statement carefully and notify your card issuer of any errors or unauthorized transactions. 
Don't leave your credit card receipts, statements, or any account information lying around for others to see. Keep them in a safe and secure place. Tear them up before throwing them away. 
Contact the card issuer immediately if your card is lost, stolen, or subject to fraudulent use. These situations are particularly stressful but taking the right steps can prevent a bad situation from becoming worse. Should you lose your card or wallet, or be the victim of theft, follow these six steps when needed:
1. Cancel all credit/debt cards, memberships and discount cards (companies will send replacements).

2. Call the three credit reporting agencies below and ask them to place a block on your credit. The block will be on your credit from six months to a year. You can also have a block placed on your credit record. This block will prevent anyone from obtaining credit or gathering credit information on you. All three agencies will send you a free copy of your credit report. Check it for any discrepancies. If you later need to obtain any instant credit, you must first remove the block. Approval will only be granted from your home phone.     
	TransUnion Credit Services
	1-800-888-4213

	Equifax Credit Services
	1-800-685-1111

	Experian Credit Services
	1-888-397-3742


3. Some people carry their Social Security Cards on them. Bad mistake. Leave your Social Security Card at home. There is no reason you should carry it. This is one of the primary means used to steal identities. 
4. You'll probably need a new driver's license or state I.D. as well. The state will note in your record that you are now using a replacement I.D.

5. It's a good idea to file a police report with the jurisdiction in which the wallet was stolen. Who knows? They may find it.

6. Take a few minutes now to write down everything that is in your wallet. Keep the list at home. You'd be surprised what you forget is in there. Once you have received your new credit cards, identification, etc., photocopy everything and store the copies in a secure place -- not in your wallet.
