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GRANT PROPOSAL POLICY AND GUIDELINES

POLICY
Each year the South Carolina Jump$tart Coalition shall make monies available to qualifying South Carolina 501(c) (3) organizations and schools to support their efforts in promoting financial literacy to children and young adults in the state.  Our goal is to seek financial education initiatives where a modest grant can make a significant impact.  The grants shall support any innovative financial literacy program, project or event that directly empowers children and young adults with skills that lead them and their families to make informed, responsible financial decisions.  The Coalition will provide funding on an annual basis equal to 90% of the income earned on donations and has the discretion to support numerous programs or only a small number based upon the number of grant requests.  Additionally, the committee will consider funding beyond this formula, but shall never disburse annual grants in excess of 8% of the January 1 donation balance for any given year.

GUIDELINES

Criteria
The applicant may be a new or existing organization. If the applicant is in existence, the proposal must fall clearly outside the realm of normal operating expenses.
We encourage proposals that:
· Promote financial literacy to children and young adults

· Use modest funds to make a multiplicative impact

· Generate community support and involvement
· State projects objectives which are measurable and can be attainable within a 12-month period
Grant Proposal Process

The competitive proposal process considers each submitted grant application.  The Finance Committee may elect members to serve on the Grant Review Subcommittee from among the general membership.  Each complete grant application is then assigned to a member of the Grant Review Subcommittee for review.  The Grant Review Subcommittee then makes it recommendations to the Board of Directors, who has the final authority to approve or deny any grant request.  Members of the Board of Directors and the Grant Review Subcommittee are conscientious in removing themselves from the discussion and voting regarding any organizations with which they are affiliated.
Applicants are requested to maintain this standard of objectivity and fairness.  Lobbying and written/verbal endorsements of applications directly to a member of the Board of Directors and/or Grant Review Subcommittee are considered inappropriate.  If a member is contacted on behalf of a grantee, the board/subcommittee members will disclose that contact application discussion and the board/subcommittee members will recuse themselves from the deliberation process if they believe their objectivity has been compromised by the contact.
All organizations with approved proposals are required to submit a project evaluation.  Failing to do so will result in the organization forfeiting any opportunity to request funds in the future.

Deadline: Open (2008)
Click here to obtain an application.  All applications must be completed, signed, and mailed to the following address: Helen Meyers, South Carolina Council on Economic Education, Moore School of Business, 1705 College Street, Room 651, Columbia, SC 29208.
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