
 
 
 
What is the Jump$tart Teen Teach-In? 
The Jump$tart Teen Teach-In is a series of events held across the country where high school students teach 
an age-appropriate personal finance lesson to their elementary school counterparts.  
 
What is the purpose of the Jump$tart Teen Teach-In? 
At their core, the Teen Teach-In events introduce young students to basic, but important, money lessons; 
but that isn’t the initiative’s principal objective. The Teen Teach-In events serve as a focal point to raise 
national awareness through media and social media about the importance of financial literacy and the need 
for financial education.  We believe this raised awareness will lead to actual growth in financial education.  
The initiative lets us shine a light on the high school students and their teachers as an example of success in 
financial education, serves as a “fire starter” for more financial education in younger grades, and promotes 
the use of the financial education resources offered by our Partners and others. 
 
What lesson or lessons do the high school students teach? 
The high school teachers work with their students to create the elementary level lessons. Jump$tart 
provides some standards-based sample lessons, but participants are also encouraged to utilize the many 
elementary school programs and resources made available by a wide variety of Jump$tart Partners and 
others. We can assist in finding those lessons, but there is lots of room for creativity and customization. 
 
Can any high school student participate? 
High school students must currently be enrolled in a personal finance course or must have recently 
completed one at their high school. The high school teachers coordinate participation for their students and 
help them connect with a nearby elementary school class. The Teen Teach-In gives the participating 
teenagers an opportunity to demonstrate what they’ve learned in school. 
 
What do the teenagers get? 
The teens get the valuable experience of being the teacher for a day (actually a 30-45 minute session)and 
whether or not they’re considering a career in education, teaching a subject is a great reinforcement of 
what a person has learned about the subject. Jump$tart also sends the teenage teachers a certificate to 
confirm their experience, which may be useful as they apply for college and for jobs. And they get undying 
admiration from their elementary students. 
 
What do the high school teachers get out of it? 
The high school teachers we know don’t do this because they expect something in return; they do it 
because they’re committed to their students and the subject they’re teaching. But the high school teachers 
do get the satisfaction of watching their students teach what they’ve learned and seeing the multiplier 
effect of their own teaching as it is passed down to the elementary level. In appreciation for what these 
teachers do, Jump$tart hopes the media and social media attention generated by the Teen Teach-In events 
brings them some well-deserved recognition. 
 


